
In February 2017 I had the pleasure of meeting up with 
Canadian eventer Kathryn Robinson at her Cotswold 
yard which she shares with her partner in life and 
business Giovanni Ugolitti, who is also an International 
Event rider, but represents Italy.

I had originally met Kathryn through Michael Winter at 
a Team Training event at Rectory Farm. Mike also rides 
under the Canadian flag and has the dubious pleasure 
of piloting my own advanced horse!

Kathryn has dual British and Canadian nationality and 
comes from a farming family, and has represented Canada 
on numerous occasions in international competitions. Her 
most notable outings have been to the World Equestrian 
Games 2014 and the most recent Rio Olympics 2016. 
Kathryn has been placed regularly at International 3* 
and 4* competition both in the UK and Europe 
which is not bad for a girl who started late into 
serious eventing following A levels and an 
Arts Foundation Course!

Originally on entering the competitive 
world Kathryn was based with 
Sam Albert in Wiltshire where 
she developed her riding and 
competition knowledge before 
moving up to Gloucestershire 
to develop her business and 
competition ambitions at 
Cranford Stud Eventing 
from a very well 
appointed yard in the 
heart of The Cotswolds.

Kathryn’s flagship 
horse is the talented 
Let it Bee, known as 
Bee, who in Kathryn’s 
own words could 
be described as 
“confirmationally 
challenged”! But 
despite his short-
falls they seem to 
have created quite a 
partnership.

JN: Tell me about Bee, what’s he like?

KR: Like no other International Event horse you’ll ever 
know!... A bit too long, a bit too upright... you’d never 
choose him as an eventer!

JN: So how come you ended up with him as an eventer, 
what’s his background?

KR: He was bought as a 5yo, 16:2 West Fallian gelding to 
event. I have ridden him since he was 7 and he’s now 16 
and we have done everything together; Pre Novice to 4*. 
He was a raw, untested, ungamely potential eventer when 
I first sat on him.
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JN: When did you and Bee reach the top end of the 
eventing tree?

KR: Bee went advanced in 2011 and he’s been competing 
at international level ever since.

JN: Since returning from The Olympics in Rio last  
year and on advice you have tried Bee on Cosequin 
Equine to help his joints and to hopefully improve  
his movement. How effective has the product been in 
your opinion?

KR: Cosequin has been a game changer for Bee,  
really pleased.

JN: Why is that? What is the difference?

KR: Prior to our Olympic selection last year and due to 
his conformation Bee was feeling the ground, he has 
a tendency to jar-up easily due to his up-right posture. 
Because we didn’t know we were going to Rio until the day 
before the horses left everything was very last minute and 
the prep and packing was literally done in hours. I didn’t 
know about Cosequin at that point or hadn’t considered a 
supplement as most of them are known to be ineffective 
and don’t meet their label claims.

At Rio Bee didn’t like the ground on the x-country but we 
were at The Olympics so we had to have a go, I coaxed 
him round and all went ok until the third to last fence when 
I took a chance and paid the price, we ran out.

JN: We know Bee is 16 and all advanced horses have 
a few issues with wear and tear by definition, what are 
Bee’s main issues?

KR: Like all jumpers, osteoarthritis in Bee’s joints is his 
main problem particularly in the coffin and navicular area 
of his front feet. Prior to using Cosequin and for most of 
last year it would take 20-25 minutes just to warm him up 
prior to doing any work.

JN: When, how and why did you start to use Cosequin?

KR: We started Bee on Cosequin in November 2016 as 
we brought him back into work post Olympics, following a 
conversation with you and a discussion with our vet. The 
product isn’t cheap so I wanted to be sure we were trying 
the right stuff! We were at the point of going down the 
injections route.

JN: And the result?

KR: It took 2-3 weeks of the loading dose before the 
changes came: he was more supple, warmed up almost 
instantly the moment he stepped out of his box, his 
gait was more extravagant; an all-round happier more 
comfortable horse. Plus, we weren’t seeing the puffy, 

filled fetlocks first thing in the morning; and we’ve 
managed this horse for 11 years.

JN: What’s the plan for this year?

KR: We’re Badminton bound hopefully in the 
spring, following a few preparation runs 

starting with an OI at Tweseldown.

JN: Thanks for taking the time to 
speak with us, good luck for the 
rest of the season!
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