
Jonathan Nelson,  
Protexin Equine Premium Director:

A physio friend of mine, Andrea 
Bailey, mentioned a grass sickness 
case at a supper party one evening 
and asked if Protexin would have 
any benefit for a horse recovering 
from grass sickness. The product 
wouldn’t do any harm and by 
optimizing the hind gut function it 
should help restore some motility 
to the horse’s gut. The following 
day I had a call from Francesca 
asking if I could call and see her at 
the farm to discuss Rocky, the grass 
sickness case.

Francesca Walker:

Rocky had been syringe fed since June 
2011, hourly every day for three months 
from 7am to 10pm. We had been 
recommended Protexin products by our 
Physio, Andrea, and had started Rocky 
on Quick Fix as this was in a paste form 
and fed by syringe which was ideal for 
us. He disliked probiotic yoghurt, and 
was extremely fussy about most feeds, 
so something that could be syringe fed 
was the only option. By Christmas he 
was eating some coarse mix and various 
chops for himself, plus his appetite for 
hay had improved. We were convinced 
that Protexin had made the difference 
as he had now started to put back the 
weight he had lost, and 
his bouts of colic 
had calmed 

down considerably. We felt confident 
enough to change him onto Recover Aid 
as this offered the additional B vitamins 
we felt he needed to try to repair the 
damage to his nervous system, which 
meant that he tended to drag his back 
legs when walking and his throat would 
seize up from time to time.

JN: It was around this point that I called 
to see you, having had a telephone 
conversation a few weeks earlier, and 
I gave you some of the Recover Aid 
product to try.

FW: In February 2012 Jonathan came 
out to see us as we thought Rocky had 
been helped so much by Protexin that 
he would be of interest to other horse 
owners with seriously ill horses. We 
were keen to explore the full range of 
Protexin’s products as we were hoping 
to wean Rocky off acid prevention 
products to try to ensure that he could 
begin to adapt further to as normal 
a future as possible. Once he was on 
Recover Aid we quickly recognized 
that his weight gain was considerably 
accelerated. He was better able to cope 
with greater quantities of hay and 
coarse chops of Alfalfa and hard feed, 
and any problems with his throat were 
now a rare occurrence. We were able 
to reduce the number of syringe feeds 
to three per day. Because he was eating 
several small hard feeds a day I decided 
to try putting a sachet of Recover Aid in 
two of his feeds. Recover Aid is added 
to his morning syringe feed of mushed 
pellets and he actively looks forward to 
this feed, whinnying when he sees his 
“carer” approaching the stable, bucket 
and syringe in hand! He has been a 

very fussy eater since his grass 
sickness but I was sure he 

would eat it as it  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
had a dandelion flavouring, and he will 
actively search for dandelions when we 
turn him out. Sure enough he readily ate 
it and within a week or so he was much 
improved and even cantering around 
the field. He has been on Recover Aid 
for 5 months now, and we are having 
to cut back his feed levels to ensure 
he does not get too fat! Going back 
11 months now, we could not have 
imagined he would look like a normal 
horse once more. I believe Protexin 
played a big part in his recovery; we 
might even have him competing again 
before the end of the summer!

JN: Well that’s consistent with anecdotal 
observations that I come across almost 
daily now, but fortunately there aren’t 
many grass sickness cases out there! 

Any horses that has a bout of illness, 
be that metabolic or viral, or a period 
of drug therapy following something 
along the lines of puss in the foot or 
a wound, will benefit from a product 
from the Protexin Equine Premium 
range as the horses’ gut is his engine 
and if it is disturbed in some way  
be that through drug therapy,  
training, illness or just stress  
then they will not be  
at their best.
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